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Arizona Professional Writers

Members and friends are invited to APW's Central District
traditional potluck holiday party on Sunday, Dec. 21. The

event starts at 2 p.m. and is held at Pam Stevenson's home at 1927
E. Vaughn, Tempe.

Attendees should bring a potluck dish to share, personal care items
or a check to donate to Sojourner's Center in Phoenix (if desired)
and unwrapped books to contribute to the book exchange table.
Donations to Sojourner’s Center, a safe haven for abused women
and children, are tax deductible.

The book exchange table is intended as a way to pass on lightly
used books members have read but don't plan to keep. The suggest-
ed guideline is "bring one, take one," though no one will be count-
ing. Books left at the end of the evening will be donated to a charity.

RSVP to apw.reservations@gmail.com, and be sure to indicate the
date of the event you are attending, as we are simultaneously
taking reservations for more than one event. Info: Pam Stevenson
602-301-9595.

Members and friends are invited
to APW's Southern District

holiday dinner on Monday, Dec. 15, at
El Charro Café, 311 N. Court Ave.,
Tucson, 520-622-1922.

Cocktails are at 5 p.m. and dinner at 6.
Attendees will order from the menu
with separate checks.

RSVP: apw.reservations@gmail.com.
Indicate the date of the event you are
attending, as we are taking reserva-
tions for more than one event. Info:
Jaimie Bruzenak, 928-607-3181.

December
2014 TypeRider

From left: Barbara Lacy, Bev Konik and Harriet Williams enjoyed
the 2013 APW Central District Holiday Party held at Lacy's home.

Central District holiday party Dec. 21 S. District celebrates
season on Dec. 15

Rim District announces
meetings, potluck
The Dec. 4 meeting for the Rim Coun-
try District is set for 1:30 p.m. at Dimi’s
Café. Members have been working on
different facets of the Payson Book
Festival and will continue planning at
this meeting.

"Thanks to everyone who sent sugges-
tions to us as we progress in developing
this book festival which takes place July
25, 2015, on the campus of Gila Commun-
ity College in Payson," says Brown. "It
will be open to Arizona authors."

See Rim District, Page 3
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Don’t miss the Dec. 31 dead-
line for publication of work

to be entered in the 2015 APW
Communications Contest. There
are 124 contest categories.

First-place winners in the APW
contest who are members of
National Federation of Press
Women are automatically entered
in the well-established and respect-
ed NFPW Communications Con-
test and may win national recog-
nition for their work. First-place
state-only members must join
NFPW if they wish to advance and
compete in the national contest.
Two APW members won first-
place awards in the 2014 national
competition.

Entry fees in the APW contest are
only $20, and APW pays the entry
fee for its first-place winners to
move on to the national contest.

Dec. 31 deadline
for APW Contest

by Cheryl Kohout

As of the TypeRider deadline,
the National Federation of

Press Women had not yet posted
information for the 2015 contest.
Expected with the update are docu-
ments containing any new rules or
language. Contestants will submit
entries via nfpw.org.

As soon as the national site is up-
dated, a group email will be sent to
members and the information will
be posted at ArizonaProfessional
Writers.org, APW's new web ad-
dress.

Because of the online submission
process, APW follows the dead-
lines of NFPW. Specifically, the
contest deadline is Monday, Feb. 2,
for hardcopy entries and Monday,
Feb. 9, for all other entries. The fee
is $20 per entry.

Following the deadline, APW
sends entries to local judges.

The NFPW national contest dead-
line for state affiliates is March 16,
and is coordinated by Contest Co-
director Cheryl Kohout. For ques-
tions, contact her at Cheryl.Kohout@
tmcaz.com or phone 520-722-1273
(home) or 520-324-2109 (office).

NFPW
contest update

2014 first-place national award
winners Brenda Warneka (left) and

Vicki Jennett.

APW membership updates
by Brenda Warneka

A new APW chapter may form in the Colorado
River tri-state area. An organizational meeting is

being scheduled for the first part of December. If you
know any journalists, writers, photographers, broad-
casters, bloggers, public relations specialists, etc., who
live in that geographical area, have them contact Brenda
Warneka at warneka@cox.net for information. The
area includes Bullhead City, Needles and Laughlin.

Join, ‘Like’ APW
If you aren’t already a Friend on APW’s Facebook
page, "Like" us now and keep up with members and
various communication activities throughout the
month. The page is public and open to interested
nonmembers.

New members who join APW now get an extra month
for free. Their memberships won't expire until Dec. 31,
2015. State-only membership is $30 and allows

members to enter the 2015 state communications
contest. Visit arizonaprofessionalwriters.org for a
membership application.

Directory
Check your listing in the APW membership directory
at arizonaprofessionalwriters.org and contact Brenda
Warneka at warneka@cox.net with any changes. The
password was sent out by email. Let Warneka know if
you need it.

Bookmark it!
Arizona Professional Writers, formerly

Arizona Press Women, has a new web
address: arizonaprofessionalwriters.org.

Be sure to bookmark it for future reference.
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by Joan Westlake

Arizona high school students planning to study
journalism at an Arizona university or community

college in the fall of 2015 are invited to apply for the
$1,000 June Payne Memorial Journalism Scholarship.
The application deadline is April 26, 2015.

Arizona Professional Writers, formerly known as
Arizona Press Women, established the annual scholar-
ship with funds honoring the memory of June Payne, a
longtime member, journalist and photographer.

Applicants must be graduating high school seniors
who intend to major in journalism at an accredited
Arizona university or community college. Require-
ments include completing an application, a letter of
recommendation from a high school teacher, two
published (print, online or video) writing/reporting
samples and a one-page letter from the student that
describes the applicant's background and his or her
reasons for pursuing a journalism career.

Application forms and further instructions are
available at arizonaprofessionalwriters.org or by
contacting Scholarship Chair Joan Westlake at 480-
968-8902 or jkwestlake@aol.com.

$1,000 scholarship up for grabs

The 2014 APW scholarship winner Alexis Bowen is
flanked by Pam Stevenson, left and Joan Westlake, who
coordinated the contest.

Rim District members and guests will also gather for a
holiday potluck luncheon from noon to 3 p.m. on Dec.
17 in the community room of the Payson Public
Library. Activities include a gift exchange and sharing
of favorite holiday stories or memories.

Beginning in January 2015, Rim Country District will
hold monthly meetings at noon on the third Wednesday
of each month January through May. They will take
place in the community room of the Payson Public
Library. Those attending can bring a brown bag lunch if
they wish.

Rim District from Page 1

by Patricia Myers

Former APW member Dorothee
(Singer) Polson, who won APW and

NFPW awards for her Arizona Republic
food articles, food section and column,
Pot au Feu, died on Oct. 22, 2014, in
Phoenix.

Polson was creative, lively, witty and fun
to be around. She wrote a food section
feature on APW's Bicentennial
celebration for which I researched recipes,
and members prepared them for a buffet

meal. She also authored Dorothee Polson's
Pot au Feu Cookbook, a compilation of her
columns.

When she retired from The Arizona
Republic in 1988, she was not immediately
replaced. Copy-desk editors put together
almost a year of "boilerplate" food
sections, using wire service articles and
photos.

Born in Minneapolis, Polson is survived by
Paul Elliott Polson, her husband of 67
years, her children and their spouses, and

                   five grandchildren.

Remembering Dorothee Polson
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Meet APW member Florence Pinkie Paranya
Interviewed by Brenda Warneka

Florence Pinkie Paranya was born in south Phoenix
in 1935. She remi-

nisces about taking a
bus downtown at age 12
with her younger sister,
Donna, to watch Roy
Rogers movies at the
Rialto Theater and
traveling on the trolley
to the Phoenix Public
Library. She wrote
poetry in bed at night
under the covers by
flashlight. Her parents
nicknamed her “Pinkie”
because she was shy and
prone to blushing.

Paranya spent a year studying liberal arts at Northern
Arizona University after graduation from Glendale
Union High School. She left college to marry an older
widower, Andy Paranya, a professional photographer
and self-described gypsy. They moved to Key Largo,
Fla., where he owned a real estate business and she
worked at a savings and loan. However, Andy grew
restless, and in the ‘60s, long before it became “cool,”
they bought a motor home and became full-time
RVers, living on a shoestring from his freelance
photographic assignments.

In 1964, Andy’s work took them to Alaska. During the
five years they lived there, Pinkie was employed again
in the savings and loan industry. She also started
painting landscapes because she loved the scenery.
Accompanying Andy on his photographic assignments
at native Inuit parties, she became fascinated by the
traditional stories told by Inuit women – stories she
would later rely on for some of her books.

After Andy tired of Alaska, the Paranyas lived three
summers in Cooperstown, N.Y., where he did
photography for the Baseball Hall of Fame, wintering
in Mexico. They owned a gift shop in Cooperstown,
and Pinkie sold her oil paintings there and in local
galleries. In 1972, Andy decided, having endured the
cold of Alaska, they should move to the hottest part of
the U.S., which is how they ended up in Winterhaven,
Calif., across the Colorado River from Yuma.

Right after the Paranyas left Alaska, Pinkie started
writing novels. She completed 12 manuscripts before

trying to sell any. In the 1990s, she attended Arizona
Western College, a community college in Yuma,
where she studied creative writing and anthropology.

She also took speech
classes to help over-
come her shyness.

In 1993, Pinkie mailed
an unsolicited manu-
script, Secrets of
Sebastian Beaumont, to
Harlequin/Silhouette.
The publisher called
her immediately, say-
ing, “Sit down. We
want to buy your
book!” The novel sold
worldwide in English,
Italian and French,
under the pseudonym

                                                   Carrie Peterson.

Pinkie has now published 12 books, all with traditional
publishers, including two volumes of her Women of
the Northlands trilogy about women in the ancient
arctic, Raven Woman and Tiana, Gift of the Moon. The
third volume, Sedna, Northstar Raven Woman, will be
published in early 2015. The series is based on the
Inuit stories Pinkie heard in Alaska, plus years of
additional research. Raven Woman, first published in
2002, was republished by Black Opal Books in 2014.
Pinkie’s most recent book, Practice Makes Perfect, a
romantic comedy, will be published by The Wild Rose
Press this month.

Pinkie’s fictional women are strong and adventurous,
doing things she, in her shyness, would never dream of
doing. Her work spans a number of genres including
historical, suspense, cozy, and romance. She also pub-
lishes poetry and songs and, as a Master Gardener, has
published many gardening articles.

Pinkie recently moved to Yuma, where she lives with
nine cats near her sister, Donna. She has been active in
Yuma writing circles for years and sells her oil and
watercolor paintings and photography in Yuma galler-
ies. Andy passed away in 1994.

Pinkie joined APW after attending the July 2014 APW
retreat at the Merritt Center Lodge in Payson.

Get profiled: To be profiled in the APW newsletter,
contact Brenda Warneka at brendawarneka@yahoo.com.
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Longtime professor at Arizona
State University's Walter

Cronkite School of Journalism
and Mass Communication, Ed
Sylvester, recently died at age
72 of complications associated
with cancer.

"Professor Ed Sylvester was
my longtime mentor and
teacher," says APW member
and award-winning science
writer Conrad J. Storad. "Most importantly, he was my
very, very good friend for more than 30 years. Thank
you Ed, for all you did to help me in my career as an
editor, science writer, and author. I am going to miss
you immensely. Rest easy. You helped a great many

journalists and writers to learn the craft. We are now
your legacy."

Sylvester, an award-winning journalist, joined the
Cronkite School in 1980. He helped develop the
school's science-journalism curriculum and taught
numerous editing and reporting classes. Prior to his
position at the Cronkite School, he was nominated for
the Pulitzer Prize three times: in 1977 for a feature
story on the Tohono O'odham Nation and in 1983 and
1986 for books on medical research and biosecurity.

A 1965 Princeton University grad, Sylvester was also
a reporter and editor for the Wall Street Journal, Los
Angeles Times and Arizona Daily Star. He left The
Times in 1980 to take a position at ASU. He is sur-
vived by his wife, two children and three grand-
children.

Respected Cronkite School professor dies

Emily Pritchard Cary’s latest book, For the Love of
Rosie, is now available at Amazon.com in hard and soft
cover and on Kindle. The book was
inspired by her grandmother, Rosa
Nestor Pritchard, who was still in her
teens when she married a Methodist
minister. Wherever the church lead-
ers dispatched her husband during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
she transformed bleak parsonages
into cheerful homes for him and their
four children. Throughout ordeals
great and small, she was guided by
humor, hope and belief in a higher authority that
consoled her during sorrow and elevated her soul.

Connie Cockrell released the second book of her Brown
Rain series, The Downtrodden, at the
end of November. She will be the
featured speaker at the Payson Sorop-
timist's meeting at noon on Dec. 10
at Tiny's Restaurant on Highway 260
in Payson. Cockrell will give a brief
presentation, answer questions and
sell books. The meeting is open to the
public. Info: conniesrandomthoughts.
wordpress.com, Amazon.com.

Tobi Lopez Taylor signed a
contract with The History
Press of Charleston, S.C., to
write a book titled Orzel:
Scottsdale's Arabian Horse
Racing Legend. Owned by
Ed Tweed's Brusally Ranches,
the chestnut Arabian stallion
was imported from Poland to Arizona in 1967 and be-
came a national champion racehorse and show horse, as
well as a notable sire of champions. The book is scheduled
for release February 2016 in time for distribution at the
Scottsdale Arabian Horse Show, where Orzel was named
Champion Stallion in 1970. The book represents decades
of research and interviews by the Taylor, who also pub-
lished an overview of Brusally Ranch in 2013. Info:
tobitaylor.com.

Pat Gail Hearne was recently elected to serve as Vice
President of the Library Friends of Payson.

Sharon Langdale of Payson, a murder mystery/romance
novelist, is welcomed as APW's newest member.

Lois McFarland and husband Loren moved to
Westminster Village in Scottsdale.

Pinkie Paranya moved across the Colorado River from
Winterhaven, Calif., to Yuma, where she's been active in
the community for a long time and where her younger
sister, Donna, lives.
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Chicken Soup for the
Soul wants to hear

about your dreams and
premonitions for consider-
ation for inclusion in
Chicken Soup for the Soul:
Dreams & Premonitions:
101 Amazing Stories of
Intuition, Insight, and
Inspiration. Deadline for
submissions is March 15,
2015.

Chicken Soup for the Soul
wants to know what you

learned from your dreams. Did one of your dreams
come true? Did a dream or premonition strengthen
your faith or help you change the direction your life
was headed in? Did a premonition serve as a warning
about something that was going to happen?

Suggested topics are:
• My dream came true
• I knew that was going to happen
• Stranger than fiction
• Interpreting a dream

• Influence of a premonition – how it changed your
behavior
• Change in attitude – how a dream made you a better
person
• Taking a chance
• Overcoming anxiety
• Receiving news or warnings
• Having an epiphany
• Saved by a dream or a premonition
• Making connections with loved ones through a dream

Chicken Soup does not publish "as told to" stories.
Write your experience in the first person. Do not ghost
write someone else's story unless you list that person
as the author. If a story was previously published,
Chicken Soup will probably not use it unless it ran in a
small circulation venue. If the story was previously
published, provide details in the "Comments" section
of the submission form.

If your story is chosen, you will receive a check for
$200 and 10 free copies of your book, worth more than
$100. You will retain the copyright for your story and
the right to resell it.

To submit your story, go to chickensoup.com/story-
submissions/submit-your-story.

Call for 'Chicken Soup' submissions

Dec. 12: 7 p.m. Mike Chamberlin & Friends, A
Holiday Mini-Concert at the House
of Broadcasting Museum, 7374 E.
Second St., Scottsdale. Chamberlin,
a Channel 3 news anchor and
sportscaster, performs selections
from his CD and signs his latest
book, God Has a Sense of Humor
for Heaven’s Sake. He is joined by
Mary Jo West, Pat McMahon, Dick
Moore and Scott Pasmore, M.C.
Reservations: 602-944-1997. Info:
houseofbroadcasting.com.

Dec. 15: 5 p.m. APW Southern
District Holiday Dinner. See
article on Page 1. Info: Jaimie
Bruzenak 928-607-3181.

Dec. 21: 2 p.m. APW Central District Holiday
Party. See article on Page 1. Info: Pam Stevenson,
602-301-9595.

Dec. 31: Deadline for publishing work to be
submitted to 2015 APW-NFPW communications
contest. First-place winners at the local level can
become national winners in this well-established
national competition for members of NFPW affiliates
across the country.

2015 events
Feb. 14-16: Vigilante Days,
Tombstone. Info:
tombstonevigilantes.com or Jeff,
520-508-8005.

See Calendar, Page 7
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Help a Reporter Out helps editors
and reporters locate authors and

other subject area experts willing to
be interviewed for articles, books,

blogs and podcasts. Participants who
sign up at helpareporter.com – for free

– receive up to three e-mails per day, each containing
up to 10 detailed queries from reporters looking for
individuals willing to be interviewed.

Journalists looking for individuals to interview visit
the press page at helpareporter.com/reporters and
submit their query, which will go out to more than
10,000 publicists, small business owners and other
professionals, and experts in all walks of life,
increasing the chances of locating that hard-to-find
source before deadline.

Experts, authors connect with reporters

Feb. 15: 1:30-3:30 p.m. APW Board of Directors
Meeting in the boardroom of Scottsdale Waterfront
Condominiums, 7181 E. Camelback Rd., Scottsdale.
All members are welcome. Optional lunch together,
Dutch treat, at noon at nearby Sauce. Info: Pam
Stevenson 602-301-9595.

Feb. 19-21, 2015. Desert Nights, Rising Stars
Writers Conference at Virginia G. Piper Center for
Creative Writing in Arizona State University’s historic
quarter. Conference workshops, readings and book
signings largely take place in the buildings near
College Street and University Drive, on the north end
of the main campus in Tempe. Enjoy fiction, poetry,
creative nonfiction, young adult fiction, science
fiction/fantasy and more. Fee: $350. Registration/info:
piper.asu.edu/conference/2015-conference-schedule.

March 14, 15, 2015: Tucson Festival of Books on the
University of Arizona campus, Tucson. Admission and
parking are free to this colossal event on the U of A
Mall along East University Boulevard, stretching from

Old Main to east of Cherry
Avenue, and in several
nearby buildings. In
addition to a plethora of
authors and booksellers,
participants can enjoy
workshops, two full food
courts and snack vendors.
Net proceeds from the
Festival go to funding
literacy programs in southern Arizona. Info: Info:
tucsonfestivalofbooks.org.

April 24-25: New Mexico
Press Women Annual
Conference at the beautiful
Ghost Ranch Education and
Retreat Center in Abiquiu,
N.M. Watch for details at
newmexicopresswomen.org
and in the NFPW newsletters
as they are firmed up.

July 25, 2015: Payson Book Festival, Gila
Community College, Payson. Arizona Professional
Writers and Gila Community College partnered to
present this event, which is open to Arizona authors. A
website will be launched in January. Info:
info@paysonbookfestival.org.

Submissions wanted!
Share industry related news with fellow APW mem-

bers including committee reports, event news,
writing contests, industry articles, industry-related

personal accomplishments ... anything you think
would be of value to members! Send submissions,
photos and art to Lynda Exley at exlent@aol.com.
The deadline for the January 2015 issue is Dec. 21.

Calendar from Page 6


