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Arizona Professional Writers
Central District discusses historical novels

Payson Book Festival
discount ends March 15
by Carol Osman Brown

A

PW members are urged to register
now for the Payson Book Festival
in order to take advantage of the earlybird, discount exhibit fee, which expires
March 15.

A

Space is limited and authors are encouraged to reserve their 5-foot tables,
which can be split between two people.
Details about the reduced rate can be
found at PaysonBookFestival.org.

Coopey, a former history teacher, will tell attendees how she goes
about the quality historical research that wins her books such high
praise among readers. She will also discuss what she did that led to
a fantastically successful marketing campaign when she realized she
needed help marketing her work.
See Central District, Page 2

All Arizona authors are invited to
participate in this new book festival.
Author exhibit space reservations will
be available through April 30 and will
be considered on a first-come, firstserved basis. For more information,
visit the website, send an email to
info@paysonbookfestival.org or call
928-468-9269.

ttendees are in for a special treat when author, historian and
genealogist Judith Redline Coopey presents “From Start to
Finish–First the Facts, then the Marketing” at APW’s Central District
luncheon to be held at 5 p.m. Thursday, March 19, at the Bluewater
Grill and Seafood Restaurant, 1702 E. Camelback, Phoenix.

History writers speak at So. District event

M

ark your calendars, then dig out your cowboy hat
and boots and join the Southern District members
for a special luncheon program the day before the Arizona History Convention opens in Tucson.

might wish to start writing in
this genre. Jane Eppinga, the
Southern District Chair, leads
with the first presentation. Jan
“Writing the West” is the program for APW’s Southern Cleere, Barbara Marriott and
others follow. After the presenDistrict luncheon held at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
tations, there will be an open forApril 22, at the El Charro Café, 311 N. Court Ave.,
Tucson, elcharrocafe.com, 520-622-1922. The meal is um for questions and answers.
Dutch-treat, and it’s free to attend.
For info or to RSVP, contact
Jaimie Bruzenak at 928-607-3181 or calamityjaimie@
APW Tucson-based western history writers will each
gmail.com, or email apw.reservations@gmail.com.
speak for five minutes or so about their latest literary
work and their recommendations to other attendees who And, yes, wear that western attire! Yippee ki yea!
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Rim District News

Cockrell addresses Rim District
by Carol Osman Brown
Payson indie author Connie Cockrell spoke to the
challenges and triumphs of getting a book into print at
the Feb. 18 Rim Country District meeting.
“From the first challenge to write to getting a book
published is a long and perilous journey,” said Cockrell.
After an introduction of how she came to be a writer,
Cockrell touched on ways she established a writing
community, unaware of the very active community all
around her in Payson.

by Carol Osman Brown

"U

sing your computer more effectively and
demystifying Windows 8.1" is the topic of the
Rim Country District's March 18 meeting featuring
computer expert Ray Baxter, who also discusses
security issues and computer problems writers often
encounter. The meeting begins at noon in the community room of the Payson Public Library, 328 N.
McLane Road, and is open to the public.
Baxter teaches computer courses at Gila Community
College, speaks at computer conferences and provides
consulting services.
Payson Book Festival planning committee members
will join Pam Butterfield, dean of Gila Community
College, in making a presentation to members of the
Rim Country Chamber of Commerce on March 3
during their luncheon meeting at the Mazatzal Casino
in Payson.
"Our goal is to make the business community aware of
Payson's first book festival on July 25,” says Connie
Cockrell, director of the festival. “We will encourage
local businesses to help sponsor this event.”
Central District from page 1
Coopey had four historical novels published in the space
of four years: Redfield Farm (2011), the story of the
Underground Railroad in Bedford County,
Pennsylvania; Waterproof (2012), the story of how the
1889 Johnstown Flood nearly destroyed a whole city and
one young woman’s life; Looking For Jane (2012), the
story of a quest for love and family in the 1890s brought
to life through the eyes of Nell, a young girl convinced

"There are a lot of these online writing communities,"
she told the group. "I use two main ones, the Forward
Motion group at fmwriters.com/zoomfm/ and the Holly
Lisle site at howtothinksideways.com/login. Both locations give the new and experienced author a welcoming
place to ask questions, learn about the current state of
the publishing industry and exchange ideas, critiques
and just chat."
She also told attendees how she uses the two selfpublishing sites, CreateSpace at createspace.com and
Smashwords, smashwords.com, and discussed her
experience with both interior and cover files on both
sites. According to Cockrell, both sites have detailed
instructions and templates for author use.
Cockrell finished the presentation by reminding the
group it's very important to, "Edit, edit, edit and rewrite, rewrite, rewrite. You always want to put out the
best work you can."
Cockrell's books run the gamut from science fiction to
contemporary stories. To date, she has published two
stand-alone novels and a four-book series. Additionally, her stories have been included in four different
anthologies. She is currently working on a number of
writing projects, including a contemporary young adult
series and three collections of short stories. Her books
are available through Amazon and other e-book
vendors.
Calamity Jane is her mother; and her most recent work,
The Furnace: Volume One of the Juniata Iron Trilogy
(2014), the story of an ill-conceived marriage of
convenience as it plays out over a lifetime.
Attendees order from the menu with separate checks.
There is no fee to attend for members and $5 for
nonmembers. For more information or to RSVP, contact
Brenda Warneka at 602-740-9579, warneka@cox.net or
send an email to apw.reservations@gmail.com.
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Meet APW Member Joan Cox
Interviewed by Brenda Warneka

J

oan Cox (pronounced Jo Ann) was born in Henrietta
Township near Cleveland, Ohio, on Nov. 2, 1918,
just before World War I ended. She remembers an upscale existence on the family dairy farm, which included
a five-bedroom house
with hardwood floors
and modern conveniences, such as steam
heat. However, polio
struck when she was
5, leaving her with a
damaged spine. And,
her father lost the farm
during the depression
when the absence of
customers left the
family dumping the
milk on the ground.
Later, they bought a
run-down farm with
no down payment.

move to California, but her father talked her out of it.
She then took a job selling yellow page ads for Ohio
Bell in Cleveland, further honing her selling skills. In
1953, after a trip visiting California and other parts of
the west, she moved to Tucson where a brother lived. In
Tucson, neither Mountain Bell nor the major
newspapers would
hire her to sell advertising because she
was a woman.

She was finally hired
by a small newspaper,
the South Tucson
Gazette, where the
editor said he would
teach her “everything
there was to know
about newspapers.”
From there, she took
a job selling radio
advertising for KTKT,
then went to Catalina
Cox’s mother arranged
Broadcasting Corp.,
for her to attend high
which owned KTANschool in the city to
A printed copy of a Joan Cox interview of Pearl Buck for
NBC, and there she
prepare for college.
Women’s Review, a newspaper she owned and edited.
worked for the presiShe lived with a
dent and general manfamily in Lorain, Ohio, paying for her keep with milk
ager Harry Chambers. She left this job to sell for New
and eggs. She graduated third in her class of 360, but
York Life Insurance Co. and briefly worked for the
saw no way to afford college. She clerked at a grocery
University of Arizona, but found these jobs “boring as
store until she married “the first guy who asked her.”
hell” and went back to KTAN-NBC. Her positions there
She gave birth to a son and a daughter before getting a
included sales manager, and promotion manager, until
divorce.
she could go no higher without owning the station.
With World War II in progress, Cox needed a place to
Cox then did promotional work for 11 years for Shamlive, but housing was in short supply. She applied for
rock Dairy, while at the same time starting and running
work at nearby Oberlin College because employees
an eight-page weekly newspaper, Women’s Review: A
could rent apartments at the school. The only job offWeekly Report for Women, where she did most of the
ered to her was that of a cleaning woman for a dorm
writing. She managed two political campaigns, was the
housing 100 girls. She learned to sell when she took a
paid executive director in Tucson for what was then the
second job giving Tupperware parties. She stayed on at
National Conference of Christians and Jews, and
the college as a cleaning woman to keep her apartment,
worked as an agent for a Chinese importer. She never
but rushed each day to do a full day’s cleaning work by
stopped writing, recently being published in the antholnoon, so she had time for the parties. She took a phoogy Our Spirit, Our Reality: Celebrating Our Stories
tography class at Cleveland College after which her
(2011).
camera became her constant companion.
In 1972, Cox earned a B.A. in Oriental Studies at the
Cox got a taste for adventure when she and her children
University of Arizona with a specialty in Chinese
went with a friend to Missoula, Montana, one summer.
Sometime later, she quit both jobs and packed up to
See Cox, Page 4
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Event honors AZ women of achievement
he Arizona Women's Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony is
scheduled for 3 p.m. March 12 at
the Arizona Historical Society
Museum, 1300 N. College, Tempe.
A reception with light refreshments
follows the ceremony, where guests
will be able to mingle with
associates and family members of
the inducted women.

the Marshall Foundation; Helen K.
Mason, founder of the Black
Theatre Troupe in Phoenix; Justice
Sandra Day O'Connor, the first
woman appointed to the United
States Supreme Court; Elisabeth
Ruffner, historian and writer who
spent decades promoting historic
preservation; and Lucy Sikorsky,
M.D., who established the Modern
Health Department for Maricopa
County.

The following eight women will be
inducted this year: Marietta Bryant
and Daisy Moore, who stood up for
the rights of all qualified educators Arizona Humanities Council;
to teach in Arizona's Desegregated Louise Marshall, the first female
schools; Lorraine Frank, founder
professor in Arizona and founder of
and first executive director of the

There is no fee to attend the event;
however, RSVPs are requested so
organizers know how many people
to expect. To RSVP, call 602-9263720 or email lgarland@azlibrary.gov.
Info: azwhf.org/?p=1322.

by Pam Stevenson

T

AP updates style for using state names

T

he Associated Press now spells The change is being made to be
out state names in the body of consistent in AP’s style for domestic and international stories. Interstories.
national stories have long spelled
Datelines will continue to use about state names in the body of stobreviations. Currently, most state
ries.
names are abbreviated in stories.
State abbreviations will continue to

be used in lists, agate, tabular material, nonpublishable editor’s
notes and credit lines. They will
also be used in short-form identification of political party affiliation.
Photo captions will continue to use
abbreviations, too.

Cox from Page 3
is an attorney in Idaho. Her daughter is a social worker in Los Angeles.
Cox has two grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren. She
joined APW in 1964 and won
many awards in the annual communications contest in different
categories.

affairs. She speaks Mandarin and is
widely traveled in China and
Europe. She was the founding
president of the Opera Dames, now
the Arizona Opera League of
Tucson. The U of A Department of
Women’s Studies has her on a list
of “significant historical and
contemporary women who remain
to be honored” for her work as a
“Tucson businesswoman in media
and advertising.”
At 96 years of age, Cox lives in her
own home, with help. Her son

Get profiled!

Joan Cox at APW’s 2014 holiday
party in Tucson. Photo by Dick
Warneka
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If you would like to be profiled in
the APW newsletter, contact
Brenda Warneka at
brendawarneka@yahoo.com.

Paths to Publishing group meets in Camp Verde
by Amber Polo

T

he first Paths to Publishing workshop, offered by
the Camp Verde Community Library, took place
Feb. 20 and featured Val Chanda, author of the Psy

authors and an illustrator who discussed their journey
to publication.

Upcoming meetings
The public is invited to join the group from 10 a.m. to
noon on the first Monday of each month when writers
of all levels gather at the Camp Verde Library to
share, help and encourage each other. Meetings are
followed by a Dutch-treat social lunch at a local
restaurant. The next meeting is Monday, March 2.
On the second Monday of every month, interested
writers are invited to Writing for Fun, where attendees
read their work aloud – no critiques or publishing talk,
just time to enjoy the joy of writing. The next meeting
is Monday, March 9.
A Memoir Writing Workshop with Ann Metlay is
tentatively planned for May 1.

Val Chanda, standing, discusses publishing during a
workshop held in Camp Verde. Photo by Lynda Exley

Mind Series and former creative writing professor for
Yavapai Community College. After a lunch provided
by the library, she was joined by a panel of local

Shirin McGraham, APW/NFPW’s newest Colorado
River District member, joined at the
district’s February meeting. She is
editor and co-owner with husband
Thom McGraham of the Bullhead
City Bee weekly newspaper and the
Economic Development Journal of
Mohave County. Prior to moving to
Arizona in 2000, she worked as a
teacher, reporter, and publicist in Los
Angeles, California.
Ruth Howe of Scottsdale, formerly a
long-time member, is welcomed back
to APW. Ruth was active in Central
District and APW treasurer for a
number of years. She is a writer,
photographer and teacher.

Since Camp Verde Library events are held at both the
library and the Camp Verde Sherriff’s Office,
depending on the size of the group, contact Amber
Polo at ampoloverde@hotmail.com for exact location,
directions and to RSVP.

Barbara Lacy’s "Canyon Sunset," a 48-inch by 36-inch oil
painting, was selected for the
Arizona Artists Guild's 5th
Annual Statewide Exhibition,
March 6 through 29 at the Gallery
Glendale, Westgate Entertainment District, Glendale. Info:
barbaralacy.com/canyon-sunset.
Sharon Langdale was invited to
participate in the "Arizona Local
Authors Event" book signing at
Bookman's Mesa store on Feb.
28. She signed her new novel,
Vein of Justice, a mystery/love
story.
See APW Page 6
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$1K scholarship deadline nears
by Joan Westlake

A

rizona high school students
planning to study journalism at
an Arizona university or Arizona
community college this fall are
invited to apply for the $1,000 June
Payne Memorial Journalism
Scholarship. The application
deadline is April 26, 2015. APW
established the annual scholarship
with funds honoring the memory of
Payne, a longtime member, journalist and photographer.

filling out an application, a letter of
recommendation from a high school
teacher, two published (print, online
or video) writing/reporting samples
and a one-page letter from the
student that describes her/his background and the reasons she/he
wants to pursue a career in
journalism.
Applications and further instructions are available online at
arizonaprofessionalwriters.org
under “competitions” or by
contacting Scholarship Chair Joan
Westlake at jkwestlake@aol.com.

Applicants must be graduating high
school seniors who intend to major
in journalism at an accredited
Arizona university or community
college. Requirements include

APW from Page 5
Seven hikers participated in Central District’s
first Take a Hike with APW on Sunday, Feb. 22,
along Phoenix’s Dreamy Draw L.V. Yates Trail. One
well-mannered pooch who signed up to accompany
the group was under the weather when the day
arrived and stayed home. The next Take a Hike with
APW will be to see wildflowers in McDowell

Mountain Regional Park in Scottsdale on Sunday,
March 15. Watch the APW Facebook page for more
information or call Brenda Warneka at 702-298-5236
or 602-740-9579.
Lois McFarland and her husband, Loren, attended the annual pre-parade breakfast of the
Parada del Sol in February, organized by longtime friends
Wink Blair and her husband,
Richard Sutz. Also attending
were Craig and Nancy McFarland from Casa Grande, Patricia
Myers and other longtime
friends. Lois recovered well
Lois McFarland
from a recent stroke and continues to write occasional features for the Scottsdale
section of the Arizona Republic.

Keep up to date with APW between newsletters by
checking our website, arizonaprofessionalwriters.org,
and the APW Facebook page, which is public so
friends can be Friends even if they
Take a Hike with APW’s next stop is McDowell Mountain are not APW members. Please feel
Regional Park in Scottsdale on Sunday, March 15.
free to post news and other informaPoppies like these should be visible along the trail. Photo tion of interest to members on the
by Pam Stevenson
Facebook page.
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Freelance website writer wanted
Your home is your biggest investment. Whether you're buying a
new home or selling your current
home, you need a realtor you can
trust. Lisa Ristow and her team of
real estate experts at The Ristow
Group will make the process
smooth and worry free. That
leaves you with one simple chore
–packing. Contact the Ristow
Group today at 928-763-1234.

T

amara Boulton Powers, CEO of Tri-State Website
Design & Marketing, is looking for another
freelance writer to add to their staff. She needs a
content writer for one-paragraph stories for clients who
are marketing monthly on social media. Fees need to
be affordable for clients to market with this frequency.
Powers is asking for a quote for preparing 25 stories
Those interested in applying should contact Powers at
per month. A sample of what she is looking for is:
tamara@tristatewebsitedesign.com or 928-444-4424.

turned-outlaw Burt Alvord; and murderer Charles P.
Stanton. Free. Info: Info: azhumanities.org/event/des
perado-trails-outlaws-on-the-arizona-frontier, 520432-4232.

March 1-31: Women’s History Month.
March 2: Noon. APW Colorado River District
meeting at Lisa’s Bistro, Bullhead City. Shirin
McGraham talks about the creative
process and her experience publishing her new book Arcadia’s
Bullhead City. A question and
answer period follows. Shirin’s
book will be available for sale and
signing. No fee to attend. Attendees
pay their own luncheon tab from
menu. Info/ RSVP: Brenda
Warneka, warneka@cox.net.
March 3: 5:30 p.m. Desperado Trails: Outlaws on
the Arizona Frontier, presented by APW member
Jan Cleere, author of Levis & Lace:
Arizona Women Who Made History,
Amazing Girls of Arizona: True
Stories of Young Pioneers, Outlaw
Tales of Arizona and More Than
Petticoats presents at the Copper
Queen Library, 6 Main St., Bisbee.
Hang on to your hats as you ride the
trails beside some of Arizona’s most
wicked renegades during a time
when massacres, mayhem and mischief ran rampant
throughout Arizona Territory. Learn the sordid details
of desperadoes such as cattle/horse rustler, murderer
Augustine Chacon, who claimed he killed more than
50 men; ladies man Buckskin Frank Leslie, who had a
deadly aim and an impatient trigger finger; lawman-

March 3: 4 p.m. SPJ-related webinar with Cronkite
School Professor Tim McGuire,
an advisory board member of a
national organization that offers
resources to media covering
people with disabilities. During
this free webinar, hosted by the
National Center on Disability and
Journalism, McGuire will present
ideas from his memoir, Some
People Even Take Them Home: A Disabled Dad, a
Down Syndrome Son and Our Journey to Acceptance.
The book tells of McGuire’s living with a physical
disability and raising a child with Down syndrome. To
register, log onto ncdj.org/2015/02/3012/.
March 4, 7, 9: Sharon Langdale, APW member and
author of Vein of Justice, is the
featured guest on the January Jones
sharing Success Stories on The
Intertainment Network.com LIVE
at W4CY.com and W4vet.com at 3
p.m. on March 4. A re-broadcast is
at 3 p.m. on March 7 on W4WN.com,
with another re-broadcast at 8 a.m.
on March 9 on BlogTalkRadio.com.
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See Calendar, Page 8

Another ‘Chicken Soup’ opportunity

C

hicken Soup for the Soul is
soliciting stories for its
Holiday 2015 book, which
includes stories about the entire
December holiday season
including Christmas, Hanukah,
Kwanzaa, Boxing Day and New
Year's festivities.
Chicken Soup wants to hear about
holiday memories and traditions.
Be sure the stories are "Santa safe" so they don't spoil
the magic for young readers. Suggested topics include
the following:
•
•
•
•

The True Meaning of the Holidays
Holiday Traditions
Memories of the Holiday Season
The Love of Family

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family Reunions
Holiday Humor
Gift Giving, Gift Receiving, Regifting
Decorating
Eat, Eat, Eat... and Be Merry
Christmas Through the Eyes of a Child or the
Eyes of Your Pets!
Here Comes Santa Claus
Things that went wrong!
... and any other stories you would like to share

Stories must be in first person with that person listed
as the author. Go to the Chicken Soup website,
chickensoup.com, for more information or to submit a
story. The deadline for submissions is March 31.
Payment is $200 following publication plus 10 free
copies of the book. Authors retain the copyright to
their stories and the right to resell them.

March 6: 6:30 p.m. “Arizona Speaks” presentation
by Pam Stevenson at Gila County Historical
Society, Bullion Plaza Cultural Center and Museum, 150 N. Plaza Circle,
Miami. Arizona Humanities Program:
“Written in Thread: Arizona Women’s
History Preserved in Their Quilts.”
Join Stevenson as she traces Arizona
history through women who recorded
pieces of their lives in their needlework. Beginning with 1860s Mexican women through
1990s Hopi women, this presentation introduces
women who pioneered Arizona through quilts they
stitched. No admission fee. Donations welcome. Info:
Lynn Haak, 928-425-4344.
March 7: 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Arizona Authors
Writer's Circle, Northwest Regional Library, 16089
N. Bullard Ave., Surprise. Laura Orsini presents
"Social Media for Authors: Life Beyond Facebook."
Learn how to use social media to enhance other
marketing efforts, determine which social media
platforms your readers are frequenting most often,
time and schedule your posts for best reach and engage
your friends, followers and connections. Carrie
Morgan presents "Growing Your Platform Using
Blogging & Content Marketing." Blogging and content

marketing are critical components that give authors an
edge over those without these marketing skills.
Discover the differences between guest blogging and
maintaining your own blog; how to identify, pitch and
land guest blog post and article opportunities; and how
to write blog posts that resonate with your readers and
build loyalty. Info: 602-652-3000, mcldaz.org.
March 8: International Women’s Day.
March 9: 10 a.m. J.A. Jance
Author Talk & Book Signing,
Perry Branch library, 1965 E. Queen
Creek Road, Gilbert. This bestselling author talks about her latest
book, Cold Betrayal, which will be
available for purchase and signing at
the event. Info: 602-652-3000,
mcldaz.org.
March 9: Noon-1:30 p.m. Writers
Read Lunch, Fronimo’s, 3242 E Speedway (across
from The Loft), Tucson; park in the back. Enjoy a
brief presentation by Robin Peel on marketing and
public relations for writers. Share ideas about the craft.
Bring books, success stories, challenges, conference
and event ideas/notices. There is no event fee, but
attendees are expected to order some lunch. RSVP:
973-460-4192.
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See Calender, Page 9

March 10: 7-8 p.m. Queen Creek Writer's Group,
Maricopa County Library District’s
Queen Creek Branch Library, 21802
S. Ellsworth Road, Queen Creek.
This critique and networking association is open to writers of all genres
and experience levels. To participate
in the critique portion, bring a oneto two-page selection on which you
have a specific desire for feedback.
Be prepared to accept both praise
and criticism. Group meets monthly. Info: 602-6523000, mcldaz.org.
March 10: 6 p.m. 2nd Draft Writing Workshop,
Queen Creek Branch Library, 22407 S. Ellsworth
Road, Queen Creek. Learn strategies and techniques
used by the pros. Whether writing memoirs, family
history or the next New York Times bestseller, you’ll
get the tools to help improve your writing at this
hands-on class. Bring something to write with and on.
Info: 602-652-3000, mcldaz.org.
March 11: 1-3 p.m. Author Gerri Brooks leads a
monthly creative writing workshop at Maricopa
County Library District’s Perry Branch Library, 1965
E. Queen Creek Road, Gilbert, for beginners to
advanced level writers. Bring a notebook to class each
week. Info: 602-652-3000, mcldaz.org.
March 14-15: Tucson Festival of Books on the
University of Arizona campus,
Tucson. Admission and parking
are free to this colossal event on
the University of Arizona Mall
along East University Boulevard,
stretching from Old Main to east of
Cherry Avenue, and in several
nearby buildings. In addition to a plethora of authors
and booksellers, participants can enjoy workshops, two
full food courts and snack vendors. Net proceeds from
the Festival go to funding literacy programs in
southern Arizona. Info: tucsonfestivalofbooks.org.
March 16: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 25th Annual Brandeis
Author Luncheon at The Phoenician Resort, 6000 E.
Camelback Road, Scottsdale. Authors who sign books
and speak at the luncheon include: Cary Elwes, Anita
Diamant, Greg Iles, Chris Tomlinson and Garth Stein,
with Sean McLaughlin, KPHO News Channel 5
Anchor, moderating. Proceeds benefit Brandeis

Current APW Officers
and Board of Directors
President

Pam Stevenson

Immediate Past President

Brenda Warneka

First V-P

Open

Second V-P (Membership)

Joan Westlake

Secretary

Open

Treasurer

Beverly Raphael Konik

Central District Dir.

Barbara Lacy

Colorado River District Dir.

Brenda Warneka

Rim Country District Dir.

Carol Osman Brown

Southern District Dir.

Jane Eppinga

Scholarship Dir.

Joan Westlake

Historian, Memorial, Bylaws

Pam Stevenson

Public Relations Director

Patricia Myers

Newsletter Editor

Lynda Exley

Webmaster

Jaimie Bruzenak

Anthology Committee Chair

Brenda Warneka

University Sustaining the Mind: Scientific Research
and Scholarships in Neurodegenerative Diseases.
Tickets are $125. Info: Merrill Kalman,
mskbflo@aol.com, 480-296-3355; or Carol Kern,
cak571@aol.com or 480-948-9236.
March 19: Deadline to reserve hotel room at Four
Queens Hotel at the meeting rate for the NFPW
board meeting in Las Vegas on April 17 and 18.
Info: Teri Ehresman, tlehre@aol.com, 208-521-9882.
March 30: Deadline for NFPW affiliates and at-large
communication contests to enter their first-place
winners in the NFPW Communications Contest.
Arizona First Place winners must join NFPW to
participate in the national contest if they are not
already NFPW members.
April 13: 5 p.m. APW member
Margaret Perry speaks on the
Cuesta Soto Family, part of her
family tree, at the monthly meeting
of the Colorado River Historical
Society, 2201 Highway 68, Bullhead City. Voluntary admission fee
$2 for nonmembers of the museum.
Info: 928-754-3399.
See Calendar, Page 10
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April 16: 5 p.m. APW Central District Behind-theScenes Press Tour of Western Spirit: Scottsdale
Museum of the West, 3830 N. Marshall Way,
Scottsdale. Michael
Fox, CEO and director
of the museum, provides the first of a
series of behind-thescenes press tours of
major Metro Phoenix
art and cultural
attractions. Museum entrance fee: $11. Dinner
afterwards at a place to be announced. Info/RSVP:
apw.reservations@gmail.com.
April 17-18: NFPW Spring Board Meeting in Las
Vegas. This is an unusual opportunity for APW
members to attend a close-to-home strategy and
planning session by our national officers and board
members. All NFPW members are invited to attend.
Info: Terry Ehresman email: tlehre@aol.com, 208521-9882.
April 18: Press Publish conference at the Heard
Museum, 2301 N. Central Ave.,
Phoenix. Features inspiring Word
Press bloggers and the people behind WordPress.com. The goal is
to help you “level up” your blog.
Registration fee $250, includes
mixer on Friday evening and full-day conference on
Saturday with lunch. Info and registration:
presspublish.events/events/phoenix.

who as Reg Keeland translated The Girl with The
Dragon Tattoo series; and Tiina Nunnally, whose
translation of Peter Høeg's Smilla's Sense of Snow won
the American Translators Association's Lewis
Galantière Prize. A second panel focuses on “Using
Journalism Techniques to Fashion Nonfictional
Stories” with Sherry Robinson, author of I Fought a
Good Fight; Loretta Hall, author of Space Pioneers;
and Judith Scheiss Avila, co-author of Code Talker.
Sherri Burr, author of A Short & Happy Guide to
Financial Well-being, moderates the panels. At the
awards banquet, Bruce McKenna, writer of multiple
episodes of the HBO series The Pacific and Band of
Brothers, discusses “Storytelling in Audiovisual
medium.” Attendees also have the opportunity to take
a journalists' tour of Georgia O’Keeffe’s home, attend
break-out sessions on Mindfulness and Social Media,
and take a photographic tour of Ghost Ranch with
photographer Don Strel. Info: newmexicopresswomen@
gmail.com.
May 2: Save the date for the APW annual conference.
Program, place and times TBA.

May 2: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 11th Annual KABAM! Book
Festival at Metcalfe Park, 315 W. Beale St., Kingman.
Free sign up for Author’s Tent at kingmankabam.org.
The City of Kingman sales tax permit is $11, but may
be sponsored by KABAM for nonprofit and
educational groups. Info: 928-692-5706.

May 21: 5 p.m. APW Central District meets at
independent bookseller Guidon Books, 7109 E. 2nd
St., Scottsdale, which focuses on Western Americana
and Civil War. Program by Shelly Dudley, proprietor.
There is a potluck before the program; finger foods are
April 24-25: New Mexico Press Women Annual
best to bring. No fee to attend. Watch for more
Conference, “Power of Storytelling,” at the beautiful information in upcoming issues of the TypeRider and
Ghost Ranch Education and Retreat
APW Facebook page posts. Info/RSVP:
Center in Abiquiu, N.M.
apw.reservations@gmail.com.
Presentations include former CIA
July 1 – Deadline to submit application for
Agent and author Valerie Plame
Education Fund first-timer scholarship for all or
along with writing partner Sarah
part of NFPW 2015 conference registration fee.
Lovett discussing “joint ventures in
Application forms will be updated soon on the NFPW
storytelling and a panel on “The Art
website under the "Resources" tab.
of Crafting Fictional Stories” with
Anne Hillerman, author of Spider
See Calendar, Page 11
Woman’s Daughter; Steve Murray,
April 23-26: Arizona History Convention. Casino
del Sol Resort and Conference Center, Tucson. Info:
arizonahistory.org or Bruce Dinges at 520-628-5774 or
bdinges@azhs.gov.
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Submissions wanted!

T

Share industry related news with your fellow
APW members including committee reports,
event news, writing contests, industry articles,
industry-related personal accomplishments ...
anything you think would be of value to our
membership!
Send submissions, photos and art to Lynda Exley
at lynexlent@gmail.com. The deadline for the
April issue is March 21.

he APW Board of Directors met on February 15.
Following are highlights from the State Board
Meeting
·
We need to fill two officer positions at the
present time: First Vice President-President Elect and
Secretary. Barbara Lacy has agreed to again serve as
Central District Chair. We discussed using Skype as
an alternative way to hold meetings to make it easier
for members all over the state to participate as board
members.
The board formally approved the new Colorado River District, which encompasses the tri-state
region of Bullhead City, Arizona; Laughlin, Nevada;
and Needles, California. The group is meeting
monthly. Brenda Warneka is serving as District
Chair.
·

July 25: 9-4 p.m. Payson Book Festival, Gila
Community College, 201 N. Mud Springs Road,
Payson. Arizona Professional Writers and Gila
Community College partnered to present this event,
featuring Arizona authors. This is a family oriented,
admission–free event with a children’s element
provided by StoryMonstesrs Ink, a free book-related
monthly magazine for educators published by Five
Star Publications. Linda Radke, president of Five Star,
is a festival collaborator and invited Story Monster
(costume character) to meet kids at the festival. Several
APW members, including Conrad Storad, Barbara
Lacy and Connie Cockrell will exhibit. Authors sign
books, visit with readers and participate in a speaker
presentation schedule. Local food vendors will be on
site to provide lunch, snacks and beverages. Several
hundred book-lovers from throughout the state are
expected to attend this summer event in the cool
mountain pines of Payson. Info:
info@paysonbookfestival.org, PaysonBookFestival.org,
928-468-9269.

The new Bylaws are in draft form and will be
distributed shortly to board members who wish to
review them before they are finalized for presentation to the membership.
·

Chaparral Suites where we expected to hold
our annual spring conference has been sold and prices increased. We discussed the alternatives. Pam Stevenson is following up on this.
·

There was a discussion about various ways to
build our membership. At the present time, our overall membership is growing.
·

The deadline for entries in the 2015 APW
Communication Contest closed and entries are now
out for judging. We were successful in getting some
very impressive judges for the contest.
·

The board is encouraging all members to support the Payson Book Festival, which is co-sponsored by Rim Country District, as either writers or
volunteers. Pam Stevenson will have the APW anthology, Skirting Traditions, for sale at the festival.
·

Sept. 6-9: NFPW Alaska pre-tour.
Sept. 10-12: NFPW conference, Anchorage, Alaska.
Sept. 13: NFPW Alaska one-day post-tour.
Sept. 8-10, 2016: NFPW conference, Wichita, KS.
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